
The clock tower of the Houses of Parliament in London is often 

called Big Ben, but the name really belongs to an enormous 

bell inside the tower. The tower of Big Ben is an important 

London landmark. The clock is known for being an excellent 

time-keeper. The bell is known for the sound it makes as it 

chimes every hour on the hour. Four smaller bells in the tower 

chime the quarter hours. The main bell is also known as the 

Great Bell.

The clock tower, which is also known as the Elizabeth Tower, is 

315 feet (96 meters) tall and has 393 steps. The clock 

mechanism weighs five tons. Its pendulum is 12.8 feet (3.9 

meters) long. The Great Bell weighs 13.5 tons. It is 7.2 feet (2.2 

meters) tall.

The tower and the bell both date from the 1800s. In 1834 a fire 

destroyed most of the old Parliament building. Sir Charles Barry 

(1795–1860) won a competition to design a new building. It 

took nearly 30 years to complete the new Houses of 

Parliament. The Great Bell, or Big Ben, was made in 1856 in a 

nearby factory. It took 16 horses to pull it to Parliament. The bell 

cracked when it was first tested. It was replaced with the 

present Big Ben in 1859. No one is sure how the bell got its 

name, but one story says that it was named for Sir Benjamin 

Hall, a large man who was in charge of the works.
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The Great Glen in the Scottish highlands is a rift valley 60 miles long and 

contains three famous lochs; Lochy, Oich and Ness. The most famous of 

these is Loch Ness because of the monster said to ‘lurk’ in its deep waters. 

It is deeper than the North Sea and is very long and very, very narrow and 

has never been known to freeze.

There have been numerous sightings of the monster, affectionately known 

as ‘Nessie’.

The first recorded account is of an eyeball to eyeball confrontation with 

the Irish saint, St. Columba in the 6th century. St. Columba, so the story 

goes, ordered one of his monks to swim across the loch and fetch a boat. 

Halfway across the monster appeared and rushed at the swimmer, roaring 

in a most frightening way! Columba cried out to the monster,” Go no 

further, nor touch the man! Go back!”. The monster is said to have fled!

Since then, Nessie has been seen many times but has never harmed 

anyone. Sightings have been sporadic over the centuries, but in the 20th 

century Nessie has been more active, which has had a profound affect on 

local business!

1933 was the year when the first photograph was taken of the monster, or 

what is said to be the monster. It showed something with a long neck 

arched over a thick body. This photograph, taken by a London surgeon 

caused a sensation when first published in the Daily Mail.
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Snowdon is the highest mountain in Wales and the highest peak 

in the British Isles if you exclude the Scottish Highlands.  The 

mountain was used by Edmund Hillary when he was training for 

his Mount Everest expedition.

The name Snowdon means ‘snow hill’ and snow can often be 

seen covering parts of the mountain.

The summit can be reached by a number of well-established 

paths and this is why Snowdon is the busiest mountain in Britain. 

The summit can also be reached by the Snowdon Railway Line 

which opened in 1896.

Snowdon is famed for its beautiful wild flowers. The rare Snowdon 

Lily grows on its slopes.

The views from the summit of Snowdon are spectacular. When 

the weather conditions are right, it is possible to see England, 

Scotland, Ireland and the Isle of Man from Snowdon.

According to Welsh folklore, the giant, Rhitta Gawr, is buried on 

the summit of Snowdon. Rhitta Gawr was killed by King Arthur.

Snowdon, along with Scafell Pike and Ben Nevis, makes up the 

National Three Peaks Challenge.
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A causeway is a road that is raised above the level of water. On 

the northern coast of Northern Ireland, near the town of Bushmills 

in County Antrim, nature has formed a set of dark-colored rocks 

that stretch from the land out to sea. These large rocks, which 

could be imagined as stepping stones for a giant, are known as 

the Giant’s Causeway. 

The rock formation was created about 50 million to 60 million 

years ago, when a crack appeared in Earth’s crust. As a 

result, lava (the liquid rock that pours out of volcanoes) escaped 

from deep underground and spread out in waves on the surface.

Over a long period of time, the lava cooled and slowly 

hardened. As it hardened, it formed columns of a rock called 

basalt. Most of the columns are hexagonal (they have six sides) 

and stand very close to one another. They are all different 

heights, but the highest are 40 feet (12 meters).

The Giant’s Causeway is a very unusual sight, and it attracts 

visitors from all over the world. It is considered a great natural 

wonder. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) made the Giant’s Causeway 

a World Heritage site in 1986.
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